JOUKO AALTONEN

Documentary director, producer, doctor of arts

Born 1956 in Turku Finland. 1975-76 he studied in Turku University social sciences and 1977-84 in the University on Art and Design Helsinki (UIAH) in Film Department where he graduated 1984 as a director. 1984-87 he worked as a special planner in the audiovisual department of Development Center on State Administration making educational programs. 1987-89 he was director-producer in production company AVSET directing and producing commercial video programs. Since 1990 Aaltonen has specialized to documentary film production, working mainly in production company Illume Ltd. He is one of the leading documentary filmmakers in Finland and has won several awards around the world.

Aaltonen has been working in a variety of film branches: director, production manager, producer, script writer and film editor. He has been involved in ten feature film productions (as a assistant director, production manager etc.). He has also directed (and mostly also scripted) over 90 educational or corporative video programs. Aaltonen made his PhD about documentary film at the University on Art and Design Helsinki 2006. Besides his thesis (The Prisoners of Reality in the Realm of Freedom) he has published two books about script writing.

Selected filmography (as a director):

     2008                 PUNKSTERS & YOUNGSTERS, 90 min (prize for best music 

                              documentary at international Musixine-festival, Lübeck Filmtage,

      Singapore International Film Festival, Sodankylä film festival, Rauma   

      Blue Sea Filmfestival etc)

      2007                FOUR LIVES ON SEVEN SEAS, 50 min

      2006                REVOLUTION, 82 min (State quality award, Laterna Magica-award, 

                              Jussi-award as best Finnish documentary, Leipzig International Film 

                              Festival, Yamagata International Documentary Film Festival and               

                              several other festivals around the world)

      2005 
      LIFE-SAVER, 43 min (DocPoint, Tampere International Film 

Festival)

2004
AMBASSADORS, 57 min (Special nomination Astra Film Festival in Sibiu Romania, Tartu Film Festival, Moscow anthropological film festival)

2000 KUSUM, 70 min (Grand Prix Pärnu film festival, Latuch-Preis Neubrandenburg, Special Nominations in Bilan du Film Ethnographique, RAI-festival, State quality award, etc)

1999 ROAD OF HUNGER, 30 min (Tampere Film Festival, Nuoro Film Festival)

1997 THE ARMS OF BUDDHA AND THE DRUM, 52 min (State 

quality award, festivals: Pärnu Estonia, International Short Film Festival Tampere, NAFA Helsinki, Freiburg Film Forum, International festival of Visual Arts, Hungary, Figra Documentary Festival, France)

1994 RETURN TO TAIGA (together with Heimo Lappalainen, festivals: 

Bilan du Film Ethnographic France, Pärnu Estonia (Special mention), 

International Short Film Festival Tampere )

1993 THE VENETIAN ETYDE, 30 min. (together with Tellervo Savela)

1992
TAIGA NOMADS I-III (together with Heimo Lappalainen, prizes: Grand Prix  in Pärnu, Grand Prix in Göttingen, State quality award; festivals: NAFA Reykjavik, Cinema du Reel Paris, Margaret Mead festival New York, Festival dei Popoli Firenze, Tampere International Short Film Festival, etc.)

1977-84
     Student films at film school

